University of Gloucestershire


Gloucestershire Business School – CO/EC Fields
MODULE EVALUATION REPORT 2005/6 

Semester: 1

	Module Code:
	CO102

	Module Title:
	Programming Fundamentals

	Module Tutor:
	Vicky Bush

	Methods of Module Evaluation:
	Questionnaire, general discussion


Module Statistics:

	Number of students registered on module:
	61

	Number involved in evaluation:
	29

	Module mean:
	57

	Number of students passing the module:
	51


Main Issues Arising & Team Response
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Vicky Bush and Peter Annesley lectured and ran the labs. This was one less member of staff in the labs compared with the previous year, though the numbers were slightly down (68 registered in semester 1 of last year compared with 61 this year). Feedback from one or two students mentioned there should be more tutors in the labs when it is busy. Not all 61 students attended the labs despite the structure of assigments to try to encourage this.
The module was organised on similar lines to previous runs, using a logo-type Java drawing package to enable students to get visual feedback from their code. Some students mentioned this package as the best part of the module. Others mentioned the lab sessions generally. Feedback from the questionnaires was generally positive, with many describing the module as interesting, challenging, useful and enjoyable. Some students felt the pace was too fast and others found it very slow and easy. It is an ongoing challenge to keep the students with previous programming experience motivated. We do have ‘rocket science’ parts to the lab assessment but this might be extended.
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The module mean was 57%. The BTEC results were slightly better than the degree with a mean of 61% from 23 students. Fifteen of the students gained a grade A or B. Three students failed or referred. The results reflect the wide range of students on BTEC programmes, from those whose academic attainment (and possibly motivation) is low, to part-time and mature students who are very able and dedicated. It was clear when marking the work that many non-attendees would have benefited from more contact with the module tutors. This is something we need to keep on emphasising to our students.

The Java compiler and development environment (goJava) was available for students to take home. The computer response time was generally very good, though there were one or two sessions where response was slow and caused frustration. The addition of USB ports in the lab just before Christmas was welcomed. 
Issues for Discussion at Field Board (with clear proposals if appropriate)

Have extra people scheduled to help in the labs on the two hand in days.
Signed:







Date: 9/3/06
Please return to Field Chair when complete


